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x Co k. iv. 2. 


Moreover it is required in Steward. 
that a Man be found faithful. 


HE Apoſtle, in the cloſe of 
P—= the foregoing chapter, having 
reproved the factious and par- 
dual zeal among the Chriſtians 
We towards their reſpective lead- 
ers, for ſuch a ſpirit ſo early appeared in 
the Chriſtian church; comes in the begin- 
ning of this chapter to ſhew them, how 
miniſters ought to be accounted and eſteem- 
ed by them: Let a man ſo account of us as V. 1. 
the miniſters of Chriſt. Not as maſters f 


the houſe, but as the ſervants of Chriſt, a 


employed by him, and ſerving under him; 
4 ſtewards of the myſteries of God. We 

are ſervants, and not lords; but an higher 
order and kind of ſervants, like the ſtew- 
ards of a family, who have the direction 
N A 2 and 


- 


he) 


and care of. all the affairs of i committed ; 
to them. Stewards of tbe u 


he diſcoveries of the divine will 
were not known:to the world before, a 

| lieconcealed fro m the reſt of the world ill, 
and perhaps are not fully Men and 


made known yet; particularly the preach- 
ing the Goſpel to the Gentile world, which 


Coloſſ. i. the Apoſtle expreſsly calls, The myſtery hid 
25 from ages and generations. 
It was, no doubt, proper to the Apoſtles 
to receive the immediate revelations of the 
will of God, and to- inſtitute Goſpel-ordi- 
nances, and they only are Stewards in the 
firſt and higheſt ſenſe of the word; but as 
God has a Nanding houſhold in the world, 
and appointed the proper officers of it, fo, 
I ſuppoſe, the miniſters of Chriſt may be 
fitly called, in a lower and re 
ſenſe, the Stewards of the myſteries of God, 
in proportion to their concernment in chem, 
that is, in the ordinary work of preaching 
the Goſpel, and adminiſtration of Goſpel- 
ordinances, according to the revelations of 
che will of God by the Apoſtles. 
Now in this character the Apoſtle here 
requires faithfulneſs, as what is peculiarly 
proper, and abſolutely neceſſary; Tis re- 
quired of a Steward that be be found faith- 
l I ſhall only undertake upon this OC- 
* and in a brief manner, : by 
. To 


GP) 


1 Le repreſenr this /aitdfubuſe, which 
Iv I. Top Goſpel 1 Nane 9970 


 confiderarion of £ 


2 u. To conſider * Oblie ations 8 
under to it, or how” tis repuired of Neo, and 


: 185 Let us conſider, Anne is this faithful: 
nei which is required. *Tis capable, in 
the general, of a double ſenſe, according 
to the different uſe of the word inthe id 
Teſtament. ET 

F. 1. The faithful is Beneclinss ud to 
fignify true believers, or thoſe who hearti- 
embrace the Chriſtian doctrine; who 
lieve in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt with all their 
heart, and are brought, under the wer 
of a full Perſuaſion, to an hearty 
der and ſubjection to him; to Ubmit wa 
his authority, and depend upon his blood; 
who hope to find acceprance with God 
and-eternal life, through Chriſt, and in the 
way the Goſpel preſcribes, and (like- the 
Apoſtle) to be found in him at laſt, not bav- 
ing bis own righteouſneſs which was- of the 
- Maw, but that which is through the faith 0 
Chr: iſt the righteouſneſs which is- of God 
Faith. In this ſenſe the Apoſtle Crocs his 
Epiſtles, To the faithful in in 0776 Fefus : Eph. i. 5. 
And, To the Saints and Faithful, i. e. who 
e a profeſſion, at leaſt, of the faith co 
e 


hil. i ii. 9. 
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(GH 
the Goſpel. So miniſters ou ght to be 
. briſttans, or true eee in o 8 to 
els, or bypocrites.'- And though, no 
doubt, the es and 5 of their 
faith is neceſſary to their acceptance with 
God, and not only the name and profeſſi- 
on of i it, as it is in every Chriſtian's caſe; 
yer I think the credible profeſſion and ap- 
rance of it is ſufficient to qualify for 
their office, and render them capable of diſ- 
charging it; as a credible uncontradicted 
profeſſion ſuffices to entitle to.church com- 
munion and chriſtian fellowſhip; as we 
find it was, in both reſpects, in the : caſe of 
Judas; and that for the ſame reaſon com- 
mon to both caſes, that men can only 
judge by what appears, and che judgment 
25 the Rs — for God. I con- 
eſs an unbeliever or crite appearing. 
ſuch, would not be * of Ache 5 
ian miniſtry, or like to be bleſs'd and 
owned in it, any more than he would be: 
of the chriſtian communion: It would be 
profanation in him to meddle with it, and 
prejudice and ſpoil the efficacy and vertue 
of it; for who would ever believe a man 
who appears not to believe himſelf; or be 
in good earneſt, when he appears to tri- 
fle, and only act a part. This is certainly 
ſuppoſed here, though it is common to 


them with all the houſbold of faith. 
= The 32 


— © 
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ChE 

F. 2. Faithfulneſs is ſometimes uſed to 
fignify fidelity, or truſtineſs; faithfulneſs in 
the diſcharge of duty, as well as fitneſs for 


it. So the word is uſed in this caſe, where 


the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the ſtanding and or- 
dinary miniſtry in the chriſtian church, 
The things which thou haſt learned of me: Tim. ii. 
among many witneſſes, commit thou to faith- 
ful men, or truſty perſons... And fo he 
ſpeaks of himſelf ; He counted me faithful, i Tim. i. 
putting me into the miniſtry. This is the 
point I propoſe to conſider, as the great 
comprehenſive character of a Goſpel mi- 
niſter. The Apoſtle deſcribes Trchicys and 
Epaphras by this general character of à Coloft.i.7: 
faithful miniſter 2 Chrift : And while I 
am ſpeaking of faithfulneſs, I preſume it 
will be allowed me to ſpeak agreeably to | 
my ſubject, as well as character; to ſpeak 
realy, and deal faithfully with you. I | 
{hall endeavour to form a diſtin idea 
and conception of it out of the Scriptures, 
and repreſent-it to you in the following par- 
JJ. 
1. What is neceſſary in the firſt place, 
and fundamental to all the reſt, is a ſtrict 
regard to the commiſſion we have received, 
and acting according to the truſt repoſed 
in us. We receive our miniſtry of the Act. xx: 
Tord, according to the appointment of his 2“. 


* 


word, and in the way in which he has 


preſcribed; We have a truſt committed to 1 Tim. vi. 
7 . 


23- 


XV. 


Heb. iii. 


- KP. 
us, and muſt neither take. this honour to 
our ſelves, without a regular call from God, 
nor uſurp an authority which don't belong 
to it; but conſider ourſelves as bound 


and limited, as well as warranted to act, 


by a ſtated acknowledged rule. We muſt 
make this the reaſon and meaſure of all 
our adminiſtrations and claims; admitting 
thoſe into the family of God, who appear 
to have a right by the Scripture rule, and 
not daring. to keep any out, but thoſe who 
have re e right by it. We muſt 
follow our inſtructions in every part of our 
work, and teach men to obſerve only what 
Chri/? has commanded; and be able to ſay 
concerning our uſe of the ſtanding revela- 
tions of the Goſpel, what the Apoſtle ſays 
of his immediate and extraordinary com- 


1 Cor. xi. miſſion, What I received of the Lord, I de- 


; vered alf0 mito you, £98 
In this ſenſe Moſes was faithful in all his 
” bouſe as @ ſervant, as he declared the will 
of God to the Fews, and obſerved the pat. 
tern ſhewed him in the mount. He would 
be far from being accounted faithful, who 
acted in any point, as if he were maſter of 
the houſe; or lord of the inheritance, and 
not a ſervant and ſteward of it; or did not 
attend to the commiſſion and inſtructions 
he received. Tis a great failure in faith» 
fulneſs, when men pretend to ſpeak any 
thing in the name of God, which he has 
| not 


TY 


_ «quired; or to lay either a leis or greater 
Weight upon any thing, than he himſelf 
Has done. We muſt make no ſins or du- 
dies, no truths or errors; but take the mat- 
ter as it lies before us, and keep cloſe to 
the inſtructions of his word. 


appe pintments of his law. 

Wy 2. Diligence i in our proper wat: or the 
ves 185 our beſt endeavours. He who i im. 
Pre ved his two talents, and -made them 
other two, as well as he who improved 


bn was pronounced faithful. And the : 


good and faithful: ſervant ſtands oppoſed to 


the wicked and ſothful ſervant. © The A- Mitt.xxr; 
E requires, that we be not fothful in ” 
bufmeſs, but fervent in ſpirit, om Ter the Rom. xii, 
m ſerve © 

with my ſpirit in the goſpel of bis Sn: Not 


| Lord, ; and fays of himfelf, 


only in the ſincerity, but with the vigour 
of his foul. We muſt employ all our 
, and all our talents, in the ſervice 


advantages and helps: We muſt wrap up 


no talent in a napłin, or ſuffer it to lie un- 


occupied, but act with our full force, and 


according to our ability and gifts, of what- 


ſoever kind; how different ſoever from 


others, and to whatſoever ſpecial purpoſes 
_ are peculiarly fit. 3 e ſpeaks - 


. 


not Aid, or enjoin any thing he has not re- 


of our proper Lord, and improve all our 


declare nothing but the will of Chriſt and 
obſerve! and enforce only the precepts and 5 


1. 9. 


eee 
| ing of miniftring and teaching; requires it 
| Rom. xi. be pak: as God bath dealt to ruery Witt 


3, 6 "the meaſure of faith; und as Having 8 
Alfferent uccurdiug to the grave gium 05 . 


And again, As every" man buth recerved"the 
gift, even fo mingſter rh ſam one to another, 
as goods ſteruhrdr ' of the. manifold [at "of 
Le. of 3 So he exp 


elf; any man fpeaks, ler Him Pea 


as the oracles of of God; af 2 
4er him, do it as of the- 2 God 
giveth. 

We ſt ſpend dur time and ſtrengh 
in it, and give ourſelves wholly. up to it, 
as the proper buſineſs'and ns 5 
2 Cor. zii. life. 80 the Apoſtle {ent him ſelf, an 
15. was. ſpent in che 1 the churches z 

434 labour d more abundantly in it: And re- 
1 Ep. xv. quires Timothy, Give 275 wholh to them, 
189 iv.1 5. and, Take hee to thyjelf and to # dotrind, 
continue in them; i. e. not mingling wich 
other affairs, or being diverted with fo. 


1 Pet. iv. ur, 9 


reign engagements. So he ſays, No man 


Tim i.. ho waorreth, entunglerb himfelf with -rhe 
3-affairs of this h fe, that he may pleaſe him 

who hath choſen him to be. a ſoldier, Le. 4 

good ſoldier of Teſs Chrif. A aithfulneſs 
plainly carries in-it the notion of 1 

and diligence, in oppoſition to idleneſs and 

5 careleſs neglect; in which ſenſe the Wiſe 
Prov. xvii Man ſays, He who 7s Yothful in his. * 
1 s brother to him _ is a great waſter; and k 
ER. the 


* WY * 3 * N nm oy * 4 * 9 * ? 
ot 


-GFE4 x) ” 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of ferwants, not purluin- pit Had 
ing, but. Avon all good fidelity: Idleneſs 
vo bg of time, n, wich fi- 
; n or an extenſive. « care > of 
all the parts of our work, A ſteward. is 
never acceunted faithful, who ' performs. 
ohe part of his duty, and neglects another, 
or who. notwithſtanding his care in ſeveral 
things, is wholly careleſs of any part, tho 
it be a ſing gle inſtance, and of leſſer conſe- 
Pane Buch more if it be of greater. 
In this view of the caſe faichfulnefs will 
lead us to an impartial reſpect to all the 
divine appointments, and the whole com- 
_ . Paſs of miniſterial duty; not only to ſome 
parts, but to every part of it; not only the 9 
more eaſy, delightful, and honourable parts 
of ur work, but to the more difficult, ii 
usgrateful, and hazardous ones. We. 1 [ 
___ muſt preach the word in all the doctrines j 
and al the duties of it; adminiſter the 
ſeals of the covenant, exerciſe diſcipline, i 
in perſonal warning and reproofs, and puh. 
liek eenſure upon juſt occaſions, Our 
Lord commiſſioned the Apoſtles to teach Matt. 
Men to obferrue all. tht gs. whatſoever he bad XXV111. 20. | 
- commanded them: i. e. all the precepts of | 
duty laid down in the Goſpel, as well as "= 
all the doctrines of faith, and inſtitutions | 
of werſhip. And we find the Apoſtles ac- | 
5 cardingly- never * any Epiſtles to the 


chriſtian | { 
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chrifilan churches, without delivering g at 
the ſame time the doctrines of the divine 
grace, and the perſonal and relative duties 
of the chriſtian life, and reproving the ſins 5 5 


and diſorders which had crept in amon ong 
them. The Apoſtle declares himfelf to the 
elders of Epheſus, concerning his perſonal 

Ae 20. miniſtry, 7 have kept back nothing ubich 
27. was profitable to you; I have not ſhunned to 

35. declare to you all the counſel of God: T have. 
ſhewed you all things. And he requires this 


"IN iv. 5. Of Timothy 3 Do the work of an "Evangel: ft, 


make _ proof of thy miniſtry ; , | 
ooy, fill it up with all the parts of proper 
duty; do the whole work of an crangeli- 
cal miniſter, neglect no part of it. 
. Kind of unfaithfulneſs to nite 
_ ourſelves to any Foro part of the 
_ chriſtian doctrine, how great and noble ſo- 
ever; or to neglect any part of it, how lit- 
tle and remote ſoever; or to make the 
chriſtian ſcheme, a regular and lovely 
frame of truth, inconſiſtent with itſelf, 
or the ſeveral parts of it claſh and inter- 
fere with one another. The reaſon is, that 
they are all enjoined by the ſame authority, 
and have each their Proper place and uſo. 
in the ehriſtian life. 


muſt not corrupt the word or worſhip of 

God, by perverting them from their true 

N and. * or un our o .Ʒ 
fancies 


4. Simplicity and . 


WT 


| fancies and opinions with PR? much leſs. 
our ſinful paſſions and worldly intereſts. 
The Apoſtle rejoiced in the teſtimony: of bis 20rd. 1a. 
conſctence to his ſimplicity and godly fincerity 
in his whole courſe ; and diſtinguiſhes him- 
{elf from others by this character, Wie are ii.. 
not as many who" corrupt the word of God; 
like the falſe apoſtles and teachers among 
them, who corrupted the word of Gd. 
nan oſſis, it ſignifies thoſe who adultera- 
ted the wares they ſet to ſale for their own 
gain; and were mere buckfters in religion, 
trading and trafficking in it for worldly ad- 
vantage: on the contrary, but as of fince- 
rity, But as of God, in the fight of God, 
ſpeak we in Chriſt Foſus. He preached the 
doctrine of the goſpel with fincerity of heart, 
and as it came from God, and as under his 
eye, without any deceit, or corrupt mix- 
ture. And again, Not walking in craftineſs, iv. 17. 
nor handling the word gf God deceitfully, 
uſing any falle and diſhoneſt arts, com- 
mending oxr ſelves to every man's conſcience 
in the fight of God; repreſenting it in its 
native ſimplicity, and upon the foot of di- 
vine authority, and as carrying its own evi- 
dence and weight to the mind of every 
man. The Apoſtle was careful concern- 
ing them, left: their minds ſhould be cor i. 3. 
rupted from the fimplicity which is in Cbriſt; 
from the pure inſtitutions of divine wor- 
ſhij 33 65 and pure doctrine of che _—_ as 
lad 


F x 
. „ 2 
» g 
bf , 
— —— — FO IR 1 R (ö A A ² m ̃ m mũm¾ ! a dA Re 7 e . I ,,, o dee cnn p ⅛—˙uʒLWm o ²m . T m 
gears — — — — — * n - | N - 


© 
© ERA an Ae I A gn oy 
— — — p 
8 q a 14 


9 
vs —— eb tes 
r — 
— 3 


— 
— 


—— 2 — 2 — 
— 2. — — 2 — 
_ 0 2 


— — — Er 
— ———————— 
— — —— 


< Ws. 
#- 1 * d 
N X : 
o x * 


laid down by the Apoſtles, without the. 


wisxtare of human inventions and private 
200. l. . 22 for he oppoſes it to the ee 
azother Jeſus, and reset vieg anoth 


an men :g60/pel,, than they: bad accepted 
purges bisl ry 


or received from him. - 

Phe Apoſtle Peter 

1 — declares in the view of his diſſo- 

2 Pet. i. 16. Iutiog, fur wwe have: not followed cunningly- 
deviſad falls, whon we made known ta you. 


the caming aud puer of Chriſt; and he tells 


20. us, That ne Seripitire is gf private inten- 
 fretation, ve. of à mans own head, or ac- 
cCoxding te his private and particular opini- 
an; butit muſt he underſtood agreeably to 


other Scriptures, and ta the ſenſe of the 
Spirit of God, wh inſpir d the whole. 


And nothing beſpeaks a greater irrevcrence 
of mind, or is More eontrary to faichf 
neſs, than riſfing with the word of Ged. 


and eee our own: ſenſe upon it and 


was never intended in it; for that is 
—— ſay what it never ſaid, and ſpeak- 
ing in the name of the Lord what never 


eame into his mind; like thoſe who fro 
Jer uv. 14Pbefied lies in his name, and the deceit of 


their heart. And in an age of ſo much 
error and private opinion, when the great- 


eſt truths of the goſpel, as well as the 
goſpel itſelf, is corrupted: and denied, and 


the wildeſt fancies and opinions ſometimes 
LY and advanced; E miniſter 9. faith- 


Kade 


© ny, Sg —_— i4« 4. 
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TY 
fulneſs will JEN "2b lie in a great reve- 


rence. for the word of God, and a cloſe 
adherence to the plain and Ae Tevela- 


tion of the divine will. | | 
*. Plainneſt and Freedoin, withourfear- ” a 
whe perſons of men, or baulking an ” 


neceſſary duty. The propher; Hiab 
his Face lite a flint, in IE 5 
vine help; and God rells. Jeremiah Thos Jer. i. 7. 
ſbalt go to all that ¶ fend thee, and ago. . 
ever I command thee that ſhalt ebos eat; 
be not Pan sf their faces. He tells RAe 
iel, Thou - ſhalt. Jpeak my words-unto them, 
whether — will hear, or whether they will l 
fortoar, for they ure u urbvilipus boaſe. We | 
find che Apoſtle - warning every man, as A 3t || 


well as reaching them, and preaching the 
word with all boldneſs and confilente, with i 31. | 
courage of mind, and without fear of of- 
J 8 how! great * powerful ſor- 
Ver. at armnefs 52 Cor. ili, 0 
dealt freely 2 pier and Tz: 12. 9 
ſerve, in — related to the goſpel _ | 
penſation, and his miniſtry in it. il 
And accordingly he requires Timety, t Tim ie 1 
| reprove, rebuke, exhort, — all . longeſuf= ” | 
ing and doftrine. And as the Apoſtle | 
himſelf was er for the defence of the Go ll 
el, againſt all oppoſition, ſo he directs Wt 
Timothy, In meekntſs inſtructing thoſe who i. 25. 
oppoſe themſelves: Not with anger and wrath, | 
ot a raſh and uncharitable * but with 
1 4 | 
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Wore ders 69% ah Ad in ever 
ig city. a faſt 8 faithful wurd, at be 
bath been. ta; t, that: be. be: able by ſound 
der Buch fo: exbort and convince gainſay- 
whe, e mouths muſt. be ſtopped: Nbt b 
violence and reſttaint, for thatis un- 
He to The genius of the. G 
- uteerly/unapt ta reach 


E, b meek. inſtrudting; Jy e. 
Te NETS them by found 4 e 


orig I. e. repreſenting rhe matter in aclear : 
ht. This is the likelieft 


| IEP 1 ht. 


13. „ to > rebuke. ew :ſharply, that 
15: may be ſound in the fich: and to 9 


 wrthall authority, 1 e. With a ſeverity ſuit» 


. able to the importance of the matter, 


becoming the character and office of a mis 


niſter of Chriſt. Tis unfaichfulneſs to 
our truſt, and to the ſouls of men with 


F 


uhgm we are concerned, to palliate mat - 


ters, 79 qualify and ſoften real crimes, or 


betray any real truth; to be kept under 
-awes and reſtraints, and ere by the - 

T greatneſs of the perſons, or fear of incon 
venience, from telling them their faults, 


er * DION and unqueſtionable duty 
7 * 


1 8 end; but by* al | 


— af 


enge "I * 
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„ 
upon them. This! is to bold the truth from 


them | in unrighteouſneſs. 


6. We mult take all opportunities, and 
chuſe the fitteſt ſeaſons. This is mention- 

ed as a point of faithfulneſs, as well as 
wiſdom, in this caſe; Who then is that | 8 Xil. 


faithful and wiſe ſteward, whom his Lord 


Mall make ruler over his houſhold, to give 


them their portion of meat in due ſeaſon, to 


provide for all the ſervants their appointed 
food at the proper time. Our Lord him- 
ſelf, the 450 and high Prieſt of our Pro- f Heb. iv. 2. 


UG ſion, who was faithful to him who b.. 


pointed him, and was as @ Son over his own 6. 
houſe, took all opportunities which offered 
of preaching the word of the kingdom, 
and inſtilling his doctrine into the minds 


of men ; and improved not only the ſo- 


lemn ſabbaths, and temple worſhip, but 


every occaſional opportunity, and ordina- 


ry occurrence of life. He ſcrupled no 


place or time of doing any kind of good. 
The apoſtle requires this of Ti imotiy; 


Preach the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, a 2 Tim. iv. 2 


out of ſeaſon, i. e. upon every proper call 
and. occaſion, not only on ſtated and ap- 


pointed ſeaſons, but occafional rn 


ties whenſoever they offer. 


We ſhould be eſpecially careful of the 
ſtated returns of ſolemn opportunities, 
and appointed ſeaſons, which have been all 
_ oblerved in "= chriſtian church, 
8 | and 


(38 ) 
5 andwhich God: has remarkably owned and 
John xx. bleſſed: So we read, 'The firft day of the 
9 week the diſciples iuere a ml together, 
Acts xx. y. after our Lord's re n: And upon 
the ferft day of the week, "when the: diſciples 
came together to break bread, Paul preached 
amo them, ready to depurt on the morraw. 
But we ſhould readily embrace every ſea 
ſon which offers, and anſwer any call of 
Providence, to preach the Goſpel, and 
perform the duties of our miniſtry, as far 
as we are able, and is conſiſtent with our 
meaſures of | bodily ſtrength, and without 
interfering with other neceſſary duties. Be- 
fides that preaching the word out of ſeaſon, 
in the ſents of the Apoſtle, may be fra. 
ing @ word in fea ge, in che language of 
the Prophet. The. dropping a proper in- 
ſtruction in converfation, for direction, 
encouragement, or regroof, when tis well 
timed, and wiſely. managed, may be of 
great uſe, eſpecially under great diſtreſs of 
mind, or great affliction of life. Back- 
_ -wardneſs and unwillingneſs to any miniſ- 
terial ſervice, upon proper calls and op- 
portunity, is unbecoming the e 
ef a Steward of Chriſt. 

We muſt accommodate. ourſelves to 
che different ſtate and circumſtances of the 
er with whom we are concerned. 
he faithful ſteward gives to every one his 
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in due * . e. ſuitable proviſion 
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to every one of the family, according to 
their ſtate and condition in it. Our Lord 
not oily delivered che. chriſtian law to his 
diſciples in his ſermion upon the mount, 
with the greateſt exactneis and ſpirituality, 
but ſpoke the moſt inſtructing and awaken- 
ing things in his parables, to the ignorant 
and vicious Jews; and always treated in 
a different manner the meek and humble, 
who were teachable and willing, and the 

oud and prejudiced;-and wordly minded. 


So the Apoſtle: directs Timothy, fudy fo 2 Tim. i. 


fhew thyſelf approved to Gd; in the firſt '*' 
989 himſelf to God, and 
then not to be diſapproved: by men: A 
 workman. who needeth not to be aſhamed, 
rightly - dividing the aword of God. The 
word spe is either ſacrificial, and al- 
ludes to the cutting off the ſeveral parts of 
the ſacrifice, ſome of which were to be 
offered up, and ſome to be caſt away; 
or the dividing the ſeveral parts of the ſa- 
erifice to each one, according to the di- 
rection of the law, and ſo it was approving 
themſelves to God: Or elſe to the cutting 
out a ſtrait path thro' a croſs and difficult 


toad, which properly belonged to r- 


nen. The ſenſe is, not only to divide the 
truth diſtinctly, with clearneſs and evidence 
and order, and ſeparate and diſtinguiſh be- 
tween truth and falſhood; but to ſuit it 
to the ſtveral conditions of men, and 
1 7777700... 


12, 13. 


bring it down to their particular and ge- 
N purpoſe and uſe. 

So the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the weak and 
400 der * mm in the faith; and of medt 


them of. full age, and milk for the uns! 27 
and 122 And the Apoſtle Jobn 0 


1 John ii. reſpectively to little children, and to fathers, 


and zo young men. We muſt conſider the 
different capacities of men, and their dif- 
ferent ſtanding and -attainments in the 
chriſtian ſtate ; their circumſtances and 
Conditions of life, and the difficulties and 
8 e aug in _ way; and endea- 
vour to ſpeak a worg in ſeaſon i0 a we 
foul, to comfort the ſad e une be, 
tit, to ſtrengthen. the | feeble knees, and lift 
up the hands whith hang down. The Apoſtle 


1Theſſ. v. requires to warn tbe ugruly, comfort the 


14 feeble-minded, ſupport the 2veak. And tis a 
__defetin; alcklüneg to preach only gene- 
ral and ſpeculative truths, which equally. 
concern all, or are above the capacity of 
moſt; and not conſult the ſtate of the 
flock, and the circumſtances of things ; 
and rather pleaſe ourſelves in the ſubject 

and management, than attend to what is 
moſt ſpecially fit and ſuitable to their ak. , 

8. Steadineſ in times of danger. If 

we are called to trials and ſuffering for 

the te/izmony of Teſus, and the word of 
His truth, we muſt be faithful in that caſe, 
by ap. adherence. to the truth of the 


: 8 , _ 


(ar) 
in the b of danger ad oppoſiti- 
on. None of the things which befall us muſt 
þ. 54 us, and we muſt-in nothing Fern _— Acts xx. 
d by our adverfaries,, We muſt not be pH. ; , 
yo ply in m or fall from our fted- n 
 faſineſs: i. e. not diſcouraged and diſ- 
heartened in our work. The Apoſtle rea- 2 pet. ii. 
foned with the Philoſophers and with / 
the Jews, notwithſtanding the great con- 
tradiction of the one, and the violent op- 
poſition of the other; and preached at 
Rome in his own hired houſe, with all confi- Ad.: 
dence, with all freedom of ſpeech and cou- . 31. 
rage of heart: No nan forbidding him, 
Providence ſo ordering the matter at this 
time, tho in the midſt of many adver- 
| ſaries. The Apoſtles run the riſk of all 
dangers, and of their lives, in preaching 
and propagating the goſpel in the world; 5 
and ſceing they had bai this miniſtry, 7 o iy; 
they had received mercy they fainted not. . 
We muſt ſhew our faithfulneſs to Chriſt 
in following the Captain of our. ſalvation, 
and the ſtandard of our Leader, wherever 
he goes. We muſt. be content to endure 
hardineſs as goed ſoldiers of Chriſt Feſus, 15 
and arm our ſelves with the ſame mind 
with our ſuffering Saviour, If we are 
not determined and reſolved; we ſhall 
never be faithful, but either 8 down 
2. oppoſition, or | diſcouraged by difficul- 
Ns unfaithful who deſerts in * 
L * 


4 2 


N * 
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(2%) 
dy of battle, ak flies from the colours. 
under which he is liſted. Though we 

may ſuffer a preſent inconvenience, or be 

| expaſed to danger, we muſt notwithſtand- 
ing be true to our truſt; and not flinch 
or fear, or be diſheartened by difflculties. 
We muſt be fedfaft and immoveable; this 
all the trials of life, and abound iu the work 

of the Lord: from the proſpect of the fu- 
ture reward. Courage and boldneſs is al- 
ways neceſſary to fairhfulneſs in times of 
ttial and circumſtances of danger. A cow- 
ardly rimorouſneſs and fear of ſuffering 
betrays a weakneſs of mind, and will prove 
a ſnare at ſuch à ſeaſbn. I only Add us 
another notion of faithfulneſs, and which 
fills ups and compleats the account, 
3a Lency and perſerverance to the 
E This is every where requited, and 
made eſſential to faithfulneſs, - Our Lord 
tells his diſciples, when he ſent chem + * 
Lake ix. broad to preach the Goſpel, If any man put 
6z. his band to the plow, and lwk Jak; he is not 
It par the kingdom of Ged. And he requires 

of the Angel of the church of Smyrna, Be 


„ 
Hoy 


* 


Rev. ii. Lu, faithful unto death, and I will give 


20. tber a erbten of hfe, and we inuſt overcome 


8 * _ #eep bis word unto the end. The Apo- 


— — copoled this to himſelf, under the 
t exerciſes of life, as his great ſeope 
Ads xx. N aim'; None of theſe things move me, 
. neither count 1 my liſe dear unto me, [0 that 


- 
1 


2 hu Ar hh Gy ak7 am 
5 Pn rb F have received's l 
And He was able to fay, in the cloſe of 


F. 


life, and the views of death; T have fought 2 Tim. ir. 
4 gb br, aa 5-4 1 25 a, T Bve? 


finiſhed my courJe. Jt.) Jt! 9911 iy 1 
A faithful eward 3 es continue 


fach through the whote courſe 
vice and 2 ande bold - the Begin For 
bis confidence ftedfaſt uno the end. If he 
fail at laſt, he will be reckoned unfaithful, 
notwithſtan ding the diligence and care of 
all his former life. Apoſtaey or -draw- 
ing back will ſpoil all we have been do- 
ing; and render all in vain at laſt; that 
is, as to our felyes, and any ſaving ad- 


vantage by W though perhaps not alte 


cher to others. They may receive beneßt 
by our labours, when we perth and mif- 


carry our ſelves: We may poffibly ſave 
them "who' bear us, when we 25 t Nader, 


| ſobves, and after we have preached to others, 7 


become caft-aways-our ſelves, as the Apo- 


file's expreſſions ſuppoſe. As long as our 


_ up ſervice are continued, and 


— 


of his ſer- . 


nities offered, we muſt be imploy- 


a. in * ſervice of our great Lord, and 
wait till our warfare is accomplifhed, and 
he give us a diſcharge. A miniſter de- 
voted to the ſervice of Chriſt, is like the 
ſervant under the law, who loved his maſ- 
ter, and would not go out free; bis car 


IRS OO 

3 Exod. xxi, was t0.6e.boar'd af the door oft, and * was 

= * to ſerve his maſter f euer. Thus I have 
i endeayoured, as the limits preſcribed me 
FF . willallow; give a diſtinct view of faith 

Fal, the great co — . 
of a ſteward of Chriſt. N 


I 1 thall conſider the bhi gations to o faiths 
fulneſs, and ſhew how "is required of a 


repreſent and urge the obligations to it a 
Urls briefly. _ 
1. T argue from * 15 nature of che truſt 


niſters are officers in the church of God, 
cording to the will of Chriſt ; as ſtewards 
ll are entruſted with the care of the family. 
Ads x. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of the miniſtry which 
. Sliol: . be. had received of the Lord; and of the 
| 3,9. glorious goſpel of the bleſſed Ged, which Was 


ed and appointed a preacher as well as an 
1 I a ah Apoſtle ;, though he received his extraordi- 


u erdinger way. He tells the elders of 


feers : : He called them to their office and 


and 


ſteward that he muſt be faithful. I-ſhall, 


or the work in which we are engaged, mi- 


and put in truſt. They act under com 
miſſion by the chriſtian changſter, and ac- 


's Tim. ii. pig to his truſt; and he was ordain- 


nary, miniſtry in a more immediate and 


3 Ads xx. Epheſus, who were ordinary miniſters, Take 
28. heed. ta your ſelves and to the flock, over. 
which: the Holy Ghoſt hath made you over- 


EEE . en Sy . Oe , ̃⅛ĩw.. ß. 


wor k, by fitting and inclining them. to it. 


. 


A 


4. 
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and placed them in their reſpective ſta- 
tions and poſts of ſervice. He tells Tz- 
mot hy, The good thing which was committe 
unto thee, keep by the Holy Ghoſt which dwel- 
eth in us: that is, the form of found words 
which he had-heard of bim. And he re- 
quires him, The things which thou haſt ,, 
beard of me, commit thou to 8 men. 
The ſtanding miniſtry of the goſpel are 
imployed in this work by the authority and 
appointment of - Chriſt; and according to 

the rule and directions of his word: They 
receive all their qualifications and furtizure 
for it from him, are ſeparated and ſet a- 
part to it by che goſpel rule, and are 
fixed in their ſeveral poſts of ſervice by the 
diſpoſal of hiMFill. *Tis an honourable 
truſt, when they are counted faithful, and 
put into the miniſtry, and are made ſtewards 
of the family and houſhold of God, and 
have the concerns of his intereſt and ho- 
nour in the world put into their hands. Tis 
a work of great difficulty, it conſiſts of 
various parts, and requires great inten- 
tion of mind. Miniſters are not only to 
be examples and guides of the flock, but 
are like officers and fandard boters in 
an army, who ſtand in the front of the 
battle, and are the great mark of envy 
and oppofition. And there 1s often great 
difficulty from within, as well as from 
without, from the weakneſs and diſorder 
* _ own minds, and the diverſion and 


D entan- 


EE 


"59 Tim. i. 


2 Tim. i 11. 


. enta K of other things: Sd the Apo- 


ſtle ſerved the Lord with many tears and 
temptations, and had great conflicts in his 
own mind. And tis an important truſt 
upon which the greateſt matters depend, 
and which has the moſt awful conſequen- 


2 Cor. i: ces attending it, For aue are unto God a fiveet 
17. favour of Chriſt, in them who are ſaved, and 


in them who periſh: To the one wwe are a favour 
e death ; ” unto the other, a 
avour of hfe unto lie. Saving or periſh- 
= #4 or — are the ne 
conſequences of the goſpel miniſtry where 
ever it comes, and is duly diſpenſed.  - 
We muſt confider our ſelves as truſtees, 
and acting by appointment and direction. 
If we are not faithful, weè Alter the nature 
of our ſervice, and act counter to the de- 
ſign of our office, which is a truſt com- 
mitted to us of the Lord. If we ſet 
up for dominiom over your faith, and lords 
of the heritage, or are negligent and deceit- 
ful in our work; if we aſſume an autho- 
rity which don't belong to us, or are care- 
leſs of the duty which is incumbent” on 
us; we equally offend, and either uſurp 
the rights of Chriſt, or betray our own 
truſt. Whar can be a greater mducement 
to faithfulneſs than the nature of our ſer- 
vice, as a weighty and an honourable truſt; 
and the moment and conſequences: of it to 
— Sm. , OS not 
2. I argue farther from the engagements 


under 


* 


(2301 
under which we lie. We are under the 
ſame engagements with other Chriſtians, 
as we are devoted to God in our bapriſm, 
and liſted in the ſervice of Chriſt. The 
Lord's ſupper is a rene wal of our baptiſmal 
covenant, and an additional bond and tye 
to faithfulneſs. All the experience we have 
of divine mercy, and all our profeſſions 
of reſpe& to him, are common to us with 
other Chriſtians ; and the greateſt of their 
kind. But miniſters are- eſpecially deyot- 
ed to Chriſt, and obliged to aithfulneſt 
as they ſtand in a nearer relation to him, 
and are more highly entruſted than other 
men: They are peculiarly ſer rt to his 
uſe, and under the obligation of a formal 
folemn dedication to him, Tho every 
ſervant in the family is obliged to be faith- 
ful in his proper place, yet the ſteward 
of the family, who is entruſted with the 
care of all the reſt, is peculiarly obliged, 
and more than any other. The conſe- 
gquence is, that unfaithfulneſs in us would 
he the greateſt perfidiouſneſs, and breaking 
chro' the ſtrongeſt tyes, and peculiarly ag- 
gravated, and more than that of other men. 
Jo this purpoſe tis obſervable, that the 
Apoſtle puts T:mothy in remembrance, Net Tim. je. 
ifo-neglect the gift which was in bim, and to 14. 
Air up the gift of God which was in him, 
from the conſideration of the Laying on Ep. i. 
bis hands, and the hands of the presbytery. s. 
Fe excites his attention and regard from the 
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conſideration of his ordination, or ſolemn 85 
ſeparation to his work and office. It adds 


further force to the arguinent- 11 a con- 


ſider, F : : 
3. The great aff ices and eheputuge- 
ments which are afforded and promiſed. 
We ſerve a good Maſter a d gracious Lord, 
tho' we are engaged in a great and diffi- 
cult work. If we have reaſon to ſay, 
from a juſt ere of the awful ſer- 
vice, who 1s ſufficient for theſe things? yet 
bleſſed be 2 we are not deſtitute of an- 
ſwerable help; ; for our ſufficiency is of God, 
and bis grace is ſufficient for us. We are 
not left to grapple with difficulties alone, 
or to contend in the chriſtian or miniſterial 
warfare, in our own firength. > 
Our Lord has promiſed to de in the midf 
7 his diſciples, when they are met. together in 
is name; i.e. for publick worſhip; and 
to be with them always even to the end of the 
_ world, in preaching and baptizing. He is 
always ready to affiſt and ſupport them in 
his ſervice: We are ferong in the Lord, and 
in the power of 1 his might ; and ſtrong in the 
grace which is in Chrift Feſus. The Apo- 


1 Tim. i. {tle ſays, J thank C ri, Jeſus my ' Lord 


awho hath enabled me,” counting me Faithful, 

and putting me into the miniſtry: He will 
enable thoſe he counts faithful in the 
work of the miniſtry: Tho' he is aſcended 
to heaven, he has all poiver in heaven and 
earth, and is preſent wit mY chem by his Spi- 
rit, 


by „ 
rit, who abides with them for ever, and 
. dwells in them, and is to guide and direct, to 
ſtrengthen and comfort them in all the dif- 
ficulties and trials of their preſent ſervice. 
And what may we not hope to do, when we 
are thus ſupported, and with ſuch ſuccour 
and aid? 

Beſides, they are entitled to peculiar rex 
ſpecs from men. The Apoſtle. requires | 
. the Chriſtians, To know them- who labour [Ther w 3 
among. them, and are over them in the Lord, 12. 2 

and to eſteem them very highly in love for | 
their work- ſake. And again, Let the elders 
' who rule well be counted worthy of double! T 
honour, eſpecially they who labour in the * 
word and doctrine. He lays dawn. this as a 
ſtanding law in the chriſtian churches ; 
So hath the Lord ordained, that they who , Cor. is; 
preach the goſpel ſhould Jive by the goſpel: 14. 
And let him who is taught the word, com- 
municate unto him who 1 in all goud Gal. vi. 
things. There is the double honour. of 
reſpect and maintenance, not by courteſy 
and kindneſs, but by the appointment and 
will of Chriſt. And why are we to be 
eſteemed and ſupported, if we are not to 
be faithful? Are we to be kept in idle- 
neſs, and neglect. of proper ſervice, as 
uſeleſs drones, who only fatten upon the 
ſpoils of others bounty, and keep out faith- | 
ful labourers in the vineyard? No, un- 6 
faithfulneſs forfeits all regards; for tis re- 
1 r to them who rule e and 
ar. 
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labour in the word and doftrine, and not 
only wear a name, and bear a character : 


upon them. 

And tis not the leaſt encouragement, 
that they have the preſent comfort of 
their wn - fincerity, and the ſenſe of tho 
divine acceptance and approbation. This 


JOor.i-12. it dur rejoicing, ſays the Apoſtle, the teſti- 


mony of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity and 
god} ſmcerity have had ge co re | 
in the world, and more abundantly to you 
wards, Tig an \ unſpeakable conſolation 
tc a Aithful miniſter, that the promiſe of 
eps is made to faithfulneſs, and not 
ſucceſs; We learn this in the inſtance of 


16. vi. the prophet, Then I ſaid I have labour d 


in vain, and ſpent my firength for naught, 
and in vain; 1 ſurely my judgment is with 


the Lord, and my reward with my God. And 

3 Cor. i. in that of the A poſtle, We are unto Cod 4 

5. = aa che, Cha avour of Chrif i. e. acceptable to 

in them who are ſ 

| hop in Mei who periſh too, And how 

rful a reaſon to faithfulneſs may be 

derived from hence, that they are ſecure 

of the preſence and ſtrength of Chriſt, 

d preſent encouragement and comfort, 

fre arts of their ſervice, and all che 
difficulties which attend it? 

4. 1 argue eſpecially from the fral 40. 

cuunt. Every ſteward is always accounta- 

ble to his proper maſter and lord, as he is 


Ka. oy: entruſted | 5 The Lord of 1 8 


1 


| will come and reckon with them, and it will 


be 3 of thy ſtewardſbip, for thou may- 0 


be no longer ſtemard. Let us conſider a 


Lies the account we mult give of our- 


ſelves, and how it will fare with us at laſt. 
If we have not been faithful, what ac- 
count ſhall we be able to give? How ſhall 
we lift up our guilty heads? Where ſhall 


we fly for refuge? What ſhall we have to 


ſay for ourſelves? Why, we ſhall either 
Rand ſpeechleſs, and be ſtruck dumb, or 
have only vain pretences and idle ſhifts, 


be quickly faid to every one of us, Give Lake ie 


We ſhall not give our account with joy, but Heb. win 


with grief, and be covered with ſhame and : 


confuſion, under the ſenſe of unfaithful- 
neſs. and neglect. We ſhall be condemned 


17. 


by the ſentence of our on minds, as well 


as by that of the merciful Redeemer, and 
* Judge of the world; and be 


doomed to a double vengeance and eternal 


miſery. He who knew his Lord's will, and 


did it nut, ſhall be beaten with many ftripes, | 


and that will be in proportion to his know- 
ledge. In vain ſhall we ſay at the laſt day, 
Lord, we have prupheſied in thy name; when 
be will profeſs, I never knew . you, "depart 
from me ye who work iniquity. The molt ſa- 
cred character, and the higheſt profeſſion 
| will be no cover for unfaithfulneſs, or pro- 
tection from the wrath of the Lamb. Read 
the unfaithful ſervants doom from the 


| mouth of the Judge, Thou wicked and 5 5 xx. 


fothful*® 


„ 
fothful ſervant, thou oughteſt to have put 
out my money to the exchangers, i.e. made a 

proper improvement of the talents he had 
received ; take therefore the talent from him, 
caſt ye the unprofitable ſervant into outer 
darkeſt there ſhall be weeping and gnaſh- 
ing of teeth; i. e. ſtrip him of all he was 
entruſted with, caſt him into -a ſtate of 
miſery, of the deepeſt anguiſh, and utter 
deſpair. If they who preach to others, be- 
come caſt-aways, they will be caſt into the 
blackeſt darkneſs, and hotteſt hell: -The 7 
burning fiery furnace will be heated ſeven - 
times more for the puniſhment of a wicked 
prophet. If they don't ſave themſelves, as 
well as thoſe who hear them, they will periſh 
with the greateſt reproach of their own 
minds, and the higheſt reſentment of his. 
No kind of men ſin with greater aggrava- 
tion, or will meet with a juſter ſeverity at 
laſt, than wicked and unfaithful miniſters, 
who were placed in ſo high a truſt, and 
under ſo great engagements and A 2h 
ments to faithfulneſs. 5 
But now on the other hand; if we have 
been faithful, we ſhall be acquitted and ap- 
proved by our proper Lord: So I under- 
ſtand the Apoſtle in thoſe peculiar words, 
'2 Tho IT know nothing by myſelf, yet am I o” | 
1 aCori iv.q hereby juſtified; but he who judgeth me 
| the Lord: 1. e. Tho'I am not — ts : 
myſelf of remarkable failings, or inſinceri- 


ty of — way I ſhould be cenſured and 
condemned 


dem by you; 3 

jy 3 0 7 — de dodge — _ 
proper Lord; tis he muſt acquit and ap- 
prove me. And accordingly we find that 
he wlickly approve and reward the 


and faith ul ervant., * haſt; been 21. 
Fa, 25 N s, Iwill male tlee 
ruler over many: Enter thou into the joy of, 
thy Lord. Every faithful ſoul will be re- 
warded, but it Will be in praportion. to 
- the: degree. of their nel 4 er 


Fudge will give mw 4 crown. n of I: 

1 and to —— who are faithful ta death, 

be will give. acrownof life: And the Apoſtle 

tells the elders of the er 05 ben the 1 ret. ir. 

clue Sbepherd ſhall appear, ye ſball receive 4. 

a:crewn of. glory which fadeth not away: A 

bright unfading.crowns. a mark of iſtin- 

guilhing honour and reward. And the 

rophet ſays, They abo are wiſe, i. e. wile. 

Win ſouls, ball ſhine as the. brightneſs " 

e firmament, and they who, turn, many. ta - 

rightepufigfs, an the fars fen ever and ever. 

And as one Aar diſſe feretßh from: ase 41 
in gry, they wan a Pear, as $ ce the | 
be. magnitude in the Kingdorp om of. - | 

195 vens and move! in a high er orb, ane n 

Wich lory. - He who, holds the by 


OP 2a He will ay, Vell dame, 3 


23 
"1 
I 

<4 

3 

* 
0 
bu 

4 

4 

5 

1 Io 
<3» 
by 

4 
19 
OF 

D 
oo 

5 


3 | 
[ 
| 
| 


= Tim vg, 


27. 


by: 


Rev. i-16. ars in his right band will make them pil. 
iii. 12. Jars in the temple f God, and they ſhall go 


out no more for ever. I doubt nor, many 


an eminently faithful ſervant of Chriſt 
will make a glorious figure in the other 


world, who made a mean appearance in 


this, and were often clouded and obſcured. 


| You ſee what is the faithfulneſs required, 


nd-whar-avoiche' cbligations to it; let me 
only in the cloſe drop a few ſuggeſtions by 
way of direction, and in order to faithful- 
neſs. For. example, watchfulneſs: is requi- 


fite under the diſadvantage of preſent weak- 
neſs and furrounding ſnares; But watchthou 
In all things. Carefully obſerve the things 
about you, and the working and motions 
of your ſpirits towards them. Guard 
againſt the impreſſion and influence of ex- 
ternal objects which you are moſt conver- 
ſant wich, and endangered by. The Apo- 
ſtle often calls to take heed to ourſebves, as 
well as to the flock, and to out doctrine, 
that we be not diverted, and drawn. aſide, 
or entangled and enſnared before we are 
aware. Subjection of the body is a farther 
part of our care: Hold a ſtrait rein 

the bodily appetite ; curb and reſtrain ſen- 

ſual inclination, which diſturbs the purity 
and peace of our mind, deſtroys its confi- 


dence towards God, Rr" betrays all our 


ſuccours and aids. The Apoſtle ſays, I 


if 1 2 Cor. ix. Rerp under my body, and bring it into:  ſubjec- 


tin Aud g gives * a to young 77 
*. * mothy, 


: muthy;' nus ohe nue . all vanity of: | 
mind, and impurity of body. More: 1 
to the world is requiſite: Beware of the cares 

the world which diſtract Now mind, 25 5 
love , the world, or greedineſs of 
cre,” Ab is che 1 all a and par- 
ricularly a root of apoſtacy and unfaith- 
fulneſs; Demas forſook the Apoſtler having 

bowed this prefent' world. If the ſpirits of 

 #his world poſſeſs us, we ſhall never be 
faithful in circumſtanoes of trial and diſ- 
advantage. We muſt add prayer. Our 
Lord directed his diſciples to watch and Mat xvi. 
pray; that they entered not into temptation, of 
and were not drawn aſide to ſin; and the 

. Apoſtles gave themſebves continually to pray- Age vi. 
er,ias well as to the mmſtry of the word; 
and ſo they obtained ' help. of the Lord, and oO vil 
nercy to be faithful. We muſt obtain all © 

our help from God by prayer. Finally, 

by: ve mhek and faith is neceſſary to this 
purpoſe. Lean not to your own underſtanding | 
or your own ſtrength; preſuming upon your 
ſufficiency, and Wnaffilted ſtrength, and 
acting in neglect and diſregard TN God: 
That is the way to be deceived and diſap 
pointed. Go forth in the name of th 
Lord, as you ſeek all your ſupplies fi 
him, in every ſervice of life: Be ffrong in 
the Grace which is in Chriſt Feſus. Carry | 
your views beyond this world; realize the 4 
inviſible things of the other. "Ha him who 3 
99 On have E to the recompence of = 

W 1 5 ? 
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Rev. 16, -flars i m his right band will make them pil- 


iii. 12. lars in the temple. of God, and they ſhall go 
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2 Tim. iv. 5 


out no more for ever. I doubt not, many 
an eminently faithful ſervant of Chriſt 


will make a glorious figure in the other 
world, who made a mean appearance in 


this, and were often clouded and obſcured. 


| You ſee what is the faithfulneſs required, ö 
and what are the chligations to it; let me 


only in the cloſe drop a few ſuggeſtions by 
way of direction, and in order to faitliful- 
neſs. For example, watchfulneſs: is requi- 
fite under the diſadvantage of preſent weak- 


neſs and furrounding ſnares; But watchthou 
In all things. Carefully obſerve the things 
about you, and the ng and motions 
of your ſpirits towards them. Guard 
E * the impreſſion and influence of ex- 
ternal objects which you are moſt conver- 
ſant with, and endangered by. The Apo- 
ſtle ofren calls to take heed N ourſelves, as ” 
well as to the ft, and to out —— 
that we be not diverted, and drawn aſide, 
or entangled and enſnared before we are 
aware. Subjection of the body is a farther | 
part of our care: Hold a ſtrait rein 

the bodily appetite ; curb and reſtrain ſen- 

ſual 1 which diſturbs the purity 
and peace of our mind, deſtroys its confi- 
dence towards God, and betrays all our 
ſuccours and aids. The Apoſtle ſays, I 


2 Cor. ix. Reef, under: my body, and bring it into ſubzec- 


tion. "And f * — e to young 77. 
>» | mot by, 
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mothy;' Flee alſb yourkful laſts; all vanity of- rim ü. 
mind, and impurity of body. Meortification © 
to the worldis requiſite: Beware of the cares 
theworld which diſtract _ 2 — 
love'of the world, or gree, of filthy: 
cre, Late is the ae all 7 and par- 
ticularly a root of apoſtacy and unfaith- 
| fulneſs;' Demas forſouk the Apoſtles having 
ved this preſent world. If the ſpirit of 
this world pas us, we ſhall never be 
faichful in circumſtanoes of trial and diſ- 
advantage. We muſt add prayer. Our 
Lord directed his diſciples to watch and wg ate 
pray; that they entered not into temptation, * 
and were not drawn afide to fin; and the 
. Apoſtles gave themſebves continually to pray- Ade vi. 4 
er, as well as to the mmiſtry of the word; 
and ſo they obtained help of the Lord, and "ig vii, 
mercy to be faithful. We muſt obtain all 
our help from God by prayer. Finally, 
dependance and faith is neceſfary to this 
purpoſe. Lean not to your own underſtanding 
or your own ſtrength; preſuming upon your 
ſufficiency, and unaffiſted ſtrength, and 
acting in neglect and diſregard of God: 
That is the way to be deceived and diſap- 
| pointed. Go forth in the name of 1 
Lord, as you ſeek all your ſupplies from ; 
him, in every ſervice of life: Be ftrong in 
the Grace which is in Chriſt Feſus. Carry 
your views beyond this world; realize the 
inviſible things of the other. Ser bim who 
Hi * 2 to the n = - 


reward, ; 


þ: aud 2 A ht 


ace, 1 * * 3 
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and, todirect your meaſures and aims, and 


animate your minds in all your purſuits: Be 
rc aſt, immoveable, always abounding in the 


work of the Lord, for as much as you know ny 
our: Jabour in the Lord ſhall not be in vain, - 
I conelude all with a word of advice to 


dhe People, particularly to you of this con- 


gregation. If you have a faithful miniſter 
among you, value the privilege and bleſſing; 


attend him with a conſtant ſeriouſneſs and 


care: Be obedient to his meſſage and rule: 


Comply with the word in his mouth, and 


dhe ordinances of * in his admi- 


niſtration of them A 


Hey who labour among 
-yote are over you in the. l 8 


i. e. in the things 


of the Lord, and in ſubjection to him. The 


members af the houſhold are under - the 
care of the ſteward, tho by the maſter's 


appointment and direction; and it would 
breed great diſorder in a- family, if the 


ſervants 'are. unruly, and diſſatisied with 
the. ſteward's proviſion and care. Faith- 
fulneſs in them requires, not a blind an 
implicit indeed, but an anſwerable ſub- 


jection and duty in you, and an anſwerable 


eſteem and ſupport. So will the order of 
God's houſe be preſerved, and the work of 
the Lord reviye and proſper: among you; 
the heart of your miniſter be encouraged 
and ſtrengthened in the difficulties of _ 
ſervice, and your ſouls flouriſh in all yo 


"attendances upon it: Which God . 
may be your caſe, for the ſake of Cell. 
che Lord pi Head of the Church, Amen. 
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